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Opportunities and Challenges for Developing
Chinese-Australian Dual Master’s Degree
Programs: A Case Study

Gao Yanmei, He Yufei, Li Mingzhu, Hu Yijun,
Xu Qiangian, Zhai Xinchao

Abstract; This paper presents a holistic evaluation of the benefits
and challenges of developing Chinese — Australian dual masters degree
programs. Through a case study of a dual masters degree programs carried
out from 2012 to 2017, the research finds that both opportunities and
challenges coexist in the cultivation of such programs. Opportunities lie in

the benefits the participant and the institutions gained from the execution

@® N. Asgary & M. A. Robbert, “A Cost — benefit Analysis of an International Dual Degree
Programme,” Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management, Vol. 32, No. 3, 2010, pp.
317 -325; M. J. Benson et al. , “Transforming the Master’s Degree in Human Development and
Family Science,” Family Relations, Vol. 55, No. 1, 2006, pp. 44 —-55; M. G. Fabregas —
Janeiro & P. N. de la Parra, “Developing Flexible Dual Master’s Degree Programs at UPAEP
( Universidad popular autonoma del estado de puebla) and OSU ( Oklahoma state university) ,”
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of the program, including (1) participant’s gaining of unprecedented
experiences, the development of her language proficiency, intercultural
understanding and English academic writing ability; (2 ) strengthened
academic cooperation between the two institutions. The challenges arise
from the limited interest of these programs for Australian students, the
Australia’s new education policy and the adjustment of the programs’
proceedings. It suggests that future programs should be more flexible
especially in terms of execution procedures, and that the institutions
involved in the programs have more autonomy to improve the
compatibility between the two educational systems.

Keywords: China — Australia Cooperation; Internationalization of
Higher Education; Dual Masters Degree Program; International Academic
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